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sheds, mere infants laboured twelve to fourteen hours a
day. But why multiply instances? The pressure of cold facts
substantiates to the hilt the verdict of the Cambridge Modern
History: the age was "one of materialism"—"a period of
dim ideals and expiring hopes". Though nominally it
worshipped Reason, its God was Mammon; it took for
granted the superiority of property over the personality of
the poor.1
In the revolt against these conditions, and in the crusade
to humanize them, certain schools of rationalism, beyond
doubt, played a valiant r61e. Who will deny that radicals,
like Owen and Place, were true friends to the industrial
worker? Who will minimize the influence of Utilitarians,
like Bentham and the Mills, on the political and philoso-
phical outlook? Who will make bold to say that their slogan,
"The greatest happiness to the greatest number55, did
nothing to lay low the usurpations of the few, or that it
resulted in no benefit to the masses? Can it be contended
that even arch-egoists, such as Paine and Cobbett, or pre-
mature political agitators, like Lovett and O'Connor, have
contributed nothing to social emancipation? Or again, will
anyone deny to Secularists, turned in the mould of Holyoake
and Bradlaugh, a certain influence in sharpening the wits
and cultivating the intellects of their compatriots? Beyond
doubt, these and other rationalists contributed to the
common weal.
One point, however, must be emphasized: all the rational-
ists cited above belong to the second or third—not the first—
generation of their order. All succeeded the Great Awakening
of Conscience, and therefore stood under moral obligation
to a movement whose spiritual tenets they ridiculed.
1 For a list of books and documents dealing with this period, see Bibliography
in the author's Lord Shqftesbury and Sodal-Industrid Progress (section on
"Shaftesbury's Predecessors", pp. 417-424).

